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BENEVOLENT FEMALE SOCIETY. 
T HIS Society 7s formed for the ſupport of their 

members when afflicted with diforders to which the 
human Race are ſubject to, and now ſo numerous, that 


few provident people, {particularly theſe dependant on 


a liuelibood from labour but who are engaged in thoſe 


valuable Inſtitutions ; and even perſons in a ſphere of 


life ſuperior to that of the mechanic have aſſociated 

therein chearfully lending aſſiſtance towards. alleviating 
the wants, and diftreſſes af their fellow-creatures, when 
rendered incapable of proſeruting their reſpective occu- 
pations. Every benevolent mind therefore, who ſincerely 
delights in the good of others, will not fail to improve 
every opportunity to promote the happineſs and comfort 
of thoſe in particular who are affifted with fickneſs, 
lameneſs, blindneſs, or any other calamity, by which 
they are deprived of the means and power of ſupporting- 
not only een but Ke a numerous family. 
That this is the true and laudable intention of this So- 


ciety, the. following Articles will ſufficiently explain, 


where every diſorder with which any member may be 
affiitted, is, as jar as is conſiſtent with the general good 
of the whole Society, ſo far relieved, as at leaſt to pre- 
vent want from coming within her doors, And we do 
entreat our Siſters, who become Members, ſtriftly to 
obſerve the following RuLts and ORDERs, whereby 
they may be thought worthy of the benefits therein-- 
mentioned, when they are juſtly intitled thereto. 

Let us like Siſters chearful be, 

Unite in love when we each other ſee; 
And lend our aſſiſtance when fickneſs crave, 


Ter is no reſpect of perſons in the GRAVE. 
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HAT four Stewardeſſes ſhall be choſen every stewardeſſes 

half Year, and that the Stewardeſſes buſineſs “ be choſen. 
ſhall be to take care the following Articles be duly 
obſerved, on forfeiture of One Shilling, or be ex- 
cluded. They ſhall ſerve in their office fix months, ; 
and new ones ſhall be choſen in their ſtead, in | 
the months of May and November; and ſhall declare Tins, wha; 
the night they are choſen whether they will ſtand * 
or not, or forfeit One Shilling each; and the Stew Fines. 
ardeſſes going out of office, ſhall ſee that the new 155 
ones be choſen by rotation, and thoſe who refuſe By an. 
to ſerve, ſhall forfeit Two Shillings, and others 
choſen in their ſtead. Thoſe who become Stew - 
ardeſles ſhall keep a juſt account of all the money 
received and paid, in their half year's ſervitude, 
or forfeit Two Shillings and Six-pence. If any Fine. 
money fall ſhort, either by fraud or embezzle- , 3 
ment, they ſhall make up the deficiency, or be ex- "OY 
cluded. 

II. 
Tram a Box ſhall be provided with three Locks ca wepok- 

and threeKeys, two for the ſenior Stewardeſſes, and ted in a cheſt 
the third for the Perſon with whom the Box is en- 


A 2 | . truſted, 


- ND > OI 8 
_— y —_ —  — OE * W _ 28 


L 4 ] : 
truſted, in which the money and other effects be- 
longing to the Society ſhall be depoſited ; but if 
any of them loſe their keys they ſhall provide o- 
thers, 'or be excluded. 

III. 

. THAT the perſon with whom the box and money 
is entruſted, ſhall give ſecurity for the ſame, and 
the bond ſha!l be kept by ſuch perſons as the So- 
ciety ſhall think proper, but not by a member, nor 
in the box, but ſhall be delivered up to the Clerk 
and Stewardefles upon demand, in preſence of the 
Society. 

IV. 
When the THAT a Feaſt ſhall be held on the third Wed- 
teat is to de neſday in June, in the year 1791, and fo forwards; 
daqand every member to pay on the meeting night be- 
Contributions fore the Feaſt, One Shilling towards the Feaſt, and 
Hoe we Two- pence to the ſervants, or forfeit One Shilling. 
There ſhall be took out of the Stock, One Shilling 
Pay to the for each member to ſpend, and Ten Shillings and 
Miſter, &. Sjx=pence to the Miniſter for preaching a Sermon, 
and 'Two Shillings and Six-pence for the Loft, &c. 
and all members within five miles ſhall go to Church 
or Chapel, and be ready to anſwer their call at half 
paſt nine o'clock, or forfeit One Shilling. The 
members are deſired to be in the club-room at half 
paſt twelve o'clock, as the dinner will be on the 
Tutles to lare table. at one; and dine on three tables, each table to 
an equal num- have an equal number of members; the Stewardeſſes 


der. to be divided to each table, to ſee that theſe Articles 


be 


© 7 
be punctually obſerved. No buſineſs to be done 
on the Feaſt-day on any account. 8 
145 

Ir any member ſhall cauſe a quarrel or diſturb- Fines for quar- 
ance on the Feaſt-day, ſhe ſhall forfeit One Shilling, N 
or be excluded. The half year nights are in June 
and December, when each Log ſhall pay to the 
Clerk of this Society, Three-pence for his ſalary, 
or forfeit Six-pence, and at the ſame time clear off 
all that is due to the box, or be excluded. 

VI. 

Tua a Regiſter Book ſhall be kept, wherein Regitter book. 
ſhall be inſerted the name of every member, with 
her age, and her Huſband's trade and place of abode, 
which the ſhall give the Clerk an account of, at the 
time of her entrance; likewiſe when ſhe removes when they 
ta another habitation, ſhe ſhall give notice of it the * ore. 
next club- night ta the Clerk, or forfeit Six- pense. 

VII. 

THAT the number of members ſhall not be limit- 
ed, nor the club removed from the aforefaid houſe 
without juſt cauſe. That the times of their meet- Mectings 
ing ſhall be on the firſt Tueſday in every calendar n 
month, and continue from ſeven *till nine o'clock 
in the evening, in which time each member ſhall 
ſpend Two-pence, and put One Shilling into the 
box; to be collected by the Stewardeſſes, for the re- 
lief of thoſe who may become ſick, lame, or blind, 
and all the T wo- pences to be ſpent: each meeting 
ant K 
VIII. 
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VIII. p 

Time of of. ON every monthly meeting night, the Clerk and 

ficers attend- Stewardeſſles mult attend in the club-room at ſeven 

Colributions O'Clock, and remain until the buſineſs of the night 

to the Box. be done, when each member ſhall pay all contribu- 

tions due to the box, between the hours of ſeven and 

nine o'clock; but if the buſineſs of the night can- 

not be finiſhed within the hours, the members ſhall 

ttill maintain due decorum ; and whoever refuſes to 

keep filence or retire to their ſeats, or ſhall behave 

indecently, or affront the Stewardeſſes or Clerk, 

whilſt tranſacting the Society's affairs, after ſilence 

Forfeits for is Called, ſhall for each offence forfeit Six-pence, and 

il behaviour. ſhould any member crowd about the table, whilſt 

the Clerk and Stewardeſſes are tranſacting the So- 

ciety's affairs, hall forfeit Six-pence. The Clerk 

and Stewardeſſes ſhall attend in the club-room at 

ſeven o'clock, and ſhould any of the Stewardeſſes be 

ſick, or neglect ſending their key at ſeven o'clock, 

ſhall forfeit Six-pence, and muſt always attend, un- 

leſs there be ſome reaſonable cauſe, and then muſt 

Box not to be employ one to act in their ſtead, and the box not to 
opened. be opened but in the preſence of the Society. 


„ 1. ior 

Admittance Nod to be admitted a member of this Society 

of Members. above <#.75 years of age; and ſhould any perſon 
be diſputed, ſhe ſhall procure a baptiſm regiſter. 
Neither ſhall any perſon be admitted that hath any 
infirmity, or natural diſtemper on her at ſpring or. 

fall; and ſhould any perſon obtain admiſſion, and 

it 


1 
it be proved that ſhe had an infirmity at the time of inpoſters to 
her entrance, and requeſt any benefit for the ſame, be excluded. 
ſhe ſhall be excluded, and all her money forfeited 
to the box. Any perſon who means to become a 
member of this Society, ſhall come to the club- 
room, and give her name, her age, and her huſband's e 
trade and place of abode, and then withdraw into 
another room, whilſt the Clerk aſks the neceſſary 
queſtions, previous to her admiſſion; and if any one 
of the Society ſhews juſt cauſe why ſhe may not be 
admitted, that member who ſhall divulge to ſuch 
perſon, who it was that made the objection, ſhall 
forfeit Five Shillings, or be excluded; and each 
perſon ſhall have the Articles of admiſſion read Articles to be 
over to them by the Clerk, or {he ſhall forfeit One oer. 
Shilling. | 

X. 

Each perſon to pay at her entrance Two Shil- 1 __ 
lings and Two-pence, and ſhall continue one year her entrance 
before ſhe receives any benefit from the Society ; * 4. 
and each member ſhall continue to pay One Shil- 
ling to the box, and Two-pence to be ſpent ever 
calendar month, and ſhall come or ſend to pay off All contribu- 
all contributions and fines, once in three months, * 2 
or forfeit One Shilling, and ſhould any member 
neglect four months, ſhe ſhall be excluded. And 
this to continue ſo long as three will hold the ſame. 


XI. 
THAT none ſhall be admitted members of None but ſo- 
this Society, but ſuch as are of good, ſober, and 4 oc 


diſcreet. mitted. . 
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- Fines for not 


— them by the Clerk, of the ſickneſs of any member, 


l 

diſcreet behaviour. Should any one be proved to 
the contrary, ſhe ſhall be excluded, and her N 

forfeited to the Box. 
| XII, 8 
Tu Ar when any member ſhall become ſick, 
lame, or blind, and thereby rendered incapable of 
doing the houſewifery, ſhall be allowed Seven Shil- 
. lings per week, and ſhall have her allowance e- 
very week, but nc odd days to be paid for, and no- 
3 thing ſhall be allowed to thoſe members who may 
be allowed, be troubled with the breeding-ficknelſs, nor lying- 
in women. But ſhould any member be aot able to 
do her work at the expiration of the month, ſhe ſhall 
be allow'd the weekly benefit of Five Shillings per 
week; but ſhe muſt ſend a note to the Clerk, to ac- 
ending a pre- quaint bim of her ſickneſs, and a punctual direction 
-: 2 pat where the lives, that the Stewardeſs may not be put 
about to find her; ſhould any neglect this, they 
Fines for nes. hall be fined Six-pence; and ſhould the Stewardeſſes 
let of Stew- neglect tneir duty, after they have had notice given 


they ſhall pay Two Shillings and Nx pages for ee 

neglect, or be excluded. 1,0 
Sin 

Stewardeſs to TAE Stewardeſſes ſhall viſit the ſick as Cello 

vittt the Sick. %, the ſenior Stewardeſs ſhall have the firſt three 
days, and the aſſiſtants the next, and a proper Roll by 
rotation ſhall be made, and delivered to the Stew- 

de wich the ardeſs, of all the members names, and place of a- 


Stewmardefles - Hode-; * one hall go every day alon 3 with her, to 


by rotation, or 
pay Six-pence. viſit 


War 
ifit the fick by rotation, and thoſe who refuſe to 
-ake their turn ſhall pay Six-pence Fine, when 
warned by the Stewardeſs whoſe turn it is to viſit 
the Sick, as the Stewardeſs ſhall warn them by ro- 
tation as they ſtand on the liſt. 

XIV. 
Tur if any member of this Society knows ering bene 
of any impoſtor receiving the benefit from this So- fie. © 
ciety, ſhe ſhall diſcloſe it the firſt meeting night, or 
forfeit Five Shillings, and the member giving ſuch 
information, upon due proof being made, ſhall be 
allowed Five Shillings out of the joint -ſtock, and 
the faid rae Tall forfeit Five Shilliogs, or be 
excluded: | 


we ; 


Tuar mould 8 member 96 this Society cauſe , A 
any quarrel, "and thereby receive any hurt, the (hall he allowed, 
not receive any benefit from this Society during her 
illneſs, if ſhe does, and it be proved, ſhe .ſhall be 
excluded, and the "fare for any that claitüs benefit 
for the Venereal Di ſeaſe. 
Ie „yr. 1 Ing In! 

Tur if any member ſhould upbraid or Segiits 
another,' for receiving the benefit of the box, ſhe be- 
ing juſtly intitled thereto; ſhall forfeit Five Sbil⸗ 
ings, or be excluded. ons = pH = 

SnovLD any miembe! of dbl Society cauſe any 
reflections to be caſt on another, reſ ecting their — et 
alling or abilities, when in the clu -room, ſuch 
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Members en- 
deavouring to 


break up this 


Society, their 
Fine. 


Fines for 


bringing in 
Strangers. 


Members may 


[: 10 ] 


v 


_ perſon. who gave the affront, ſhall forfeit ers eng 
And ſhould any member contrive or ſ peak of break- 
ing, dividing, or ſharing the money in the. box, or. 
joint- ſtock, not only ſhe who propoſed it, but like- 
wiſe all that enter into ſuch combination, ſhall for- 
feit Ten e each. 
„ XVIII. 5 

THAT if any member brings a ſtranger into the. 
club- room without leave of all the Stewardeſſes, ſhe. 
ſhall förfeit Thrce-pence ;. if they obtain leave: 
and ſach ſtranger cauſes any ins Fg or ſwears, 
or calls any member. 1 in the club- -room, thoſe who. 
brought them, ſhall be anſwerable for all Fines they. 
may be fubject to. No ſtranger to be permitted to. 
{tay in the club-room that brings pay for another, 
no longer than they have paid the money, nor nei- 
ther ſhall any perſon dine on the F nth in r 
room of an abſent. member. | 

XIX. 
Tur if any member of this Society Hall think: 


remove to any proper With a view of obtaining a fad livelihood, 


part of Great- 
Britain, 


to remove into any other part of Great-Britain, up- 
on making their payments as uſual, the aforeſaid al- 
lIowance in caſe of fſickneſs, lameneſs, or blindneſs, 


ſhall be punctually remitted them on ſending a Cer- 


tificate; (as in the appendix) ſetting forth her diſ- 
order, ſigned by the Doctor, Miniſter, and Church 
wardens of the Pariſh-waere ſhe reſides, which cer- 
tificate muſt be renewed every month during her 


illneſs, and the allowance as in the 2oth Article > 
Ca 8 


141 

2. coaſe of death, ſhall be paid to her huſband: chello 
- tors, upon their ſending a certificate as above 
IT. . 
— Tur four Stewardeſſes and Clerk hall attealfake 8 
— J Funeral, and the Stewardeſſes ſhall each of them nal. 

have a hood, ſcarf, and gloves, at the expence of the 

Society, and to meet in the elub- room at the time 
e. they have notice given them by the Clerk foto do, 
e. hen one of the Stewardeſſes aſſiſtant ſhall ggyto the 
'e: W houſe where the deceaſed Siſter's corple , and 
„ bring notice to the Stewardeſſes the time they are 
o to attend their Siſter's corpſe to the grave, and then 
„return back before her huſband, or executors, and 
0. then to the clab-room, where they ſhall be allowed 
74 to expend One Shilling and Six-pence, and thall 


5 To be paid at 
L have power to open the box and pay the Seven Gui- e deal of n 
Ee. neas. Every Stewardeſs or Clerk that doth not at- Member. 


tend at the appointed time, ſhall forfeit Two Shil- 

lings; but if any of them be ſick, or one mile from 
home when invited, then this Fine to be excuſed ; 
and the Stewardeſs who ſerved the laſt half year 
W thall attend, or be fined Two Shillings. Every 
- member who doth not attend ſhall contribute One 
Shilling to the box at the death of every free mem- 
ber, or member's huſband, and muſt be paid the 
next meeting night after the Stewardeſſes give no- 

tice ſo to do. Every free Siſter at the death of her Members to 
grit lawful huſband ſhall receive Ten Guineas, and paw r Uns 
at the death of her ſecond ſhall receive huſbands. 
but nothing for the third. A certificate of the. 

To _ member's 
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1 1 
"god way member's marriage to be produced if required. Any 
Members. member dying before ſhe has been one year in the 
Society, ſhall receive Thirty Shillings, each mem- 
ber do ſubſcribe Six-pence, and all the overplus 
money to go into the box. A 
7” | XXI. | 

Suicide, & THAT ſhould any member of this Society, lay 
| violent hands on herſelf, after ſhe is free of the box, 
if ſhe leaves a huſband, or children, they ſhall be 
allowetff / = Hd but no other perſon ſhall be 
intitled to it, neither ſhall her funeral be attended 
as above; and if any member be convicted of felony, 

ſhe ſhall be for ever excluded. 

= 575 XXII. 

Ta when any member of this Society who is 
intitled to the benefits die, and leaves a huſband, 
he may have a coach and hearſe, as alfo any who 
may have power to receive the ſame; and as the 

Decent inter- allowance is properly meant for a decent interment, 
4 ſhould any fault be found, the Stewardeſſes ſhall 
Pallto de pro- have power to order it to be amended, and a Pall 
vided by the ſhall be provided at the Society's expence. And it 
a expected that every Siſter when it may pleaſe God 
to call her from this tranſitory life, thac ſhe ſhall 

have a pſalm ſung before her to Church, and in the 

Church; if they die within one mile of the town of 

King flon-upon- Hull, the huſband, or executors, muſt 

Clerk to be ſend word to the Clerk acquainting him when ſhe 
xquantsd. died, and where ſhe is to be buried, and he ſhall ac- 
quaint the Stewardeſſes, or forfeit Two Shillings 


and Six-pence. XXIII. 


1 Þ 


Ir any thing ſhould: appear diſagreeable to any meg 
Society, ſhe ſhall lay her grievance before the Clerk guides 
in writing, which ſhall be read over by the C teig 'Þ 
that evening, if it come before, if not, it muſt 


P, 1 
- 


grievance in the club-room, ſhe ſhall forfeit 'Two SHH Si- 
Pee. i r 
XXIV. r 
WHEN. any affair ſhall happen relating to this So7]§§ ean- 
not be clearly and abſolutely determined by the rules M Nied, 
the diſpute ſhall be determined by a majority of all tha pre- 


bers. Should any make an objection after it is 1e ver by the 
Clerk, ſuch perſon ſhall be fined: Two Shillings and Six-pence. And 


to her, by paying Six-pence to os Rock: for it. 
| | | XXV. 
THAT if at any time: the Stock of. this Society, ſhould be reduced 


excluded. 


XXVI. 

THAT if at any time of monthly meetings there ſhould be more 
liquor than every member's Lwo-pence, it ſhall be made good by 
the Stewardeſles, if they neglect giving each member their ticket, as 
they pay their monthly contribution, as there ſhall be always tickets 
ready for each member, or the Clerk for neglecting the ſame, ſhall 
forfeit Six-pence ; and ſhould any member call for more after ſhe 
has had her. ſhare, ſhe muſt pay for it herſelf. 

XVII. | | 

Ir any thing ſhould be thought of, that may be of more ſatisfac- 
tion or welfare to this Society, it ſhall be inſerted in a bye-law book, 
which ſhall be provided for the purpoſe of copying ſuch reſolutions 
and bye-laws, as this Society may hereafter think proper to make; 
which reſolutions ſhall be binding to every member of this Society, 
as much as the original Articles, providing: that twenty-five members 
be preſent at the time of their being made, and ſhall be read over 


by. the Clerk the next monthly meeting, that no member may pre- 
tend ignorance of the ſame. XVVIII. 
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meeting night. But ſhould ſuch member ſpeak of aniline 


Grievances te 
be 


given in 
ting. 


Diſputable 


be 
ſent, and their reſolutions ſhall be binding to all othe t mem. P erded. 


ſettled. 


that none may plead ignorance. of the Articles and Rules of this Every mem- 
Society, every member ſhall have one of theſe Pamphlets delivered 1 an 


Contributions 


to Ten Pounds, the next club night each member ſhall contribute hen the ſtock 
Two Shillings and Six-pence towards augmenting the ſame, or be is 101. 


Stewardeſſes 
accountable 
for liquor. 
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be chcſen, 
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XXVII. 
fair ſhall happen that cannot 1 clearly determined 
neſe Articles, then a Committee call be choſen 


byal - - . free members, and ſuch as may be thought 


| che matter in diſpute, and the firſt choſen perſon 
to wn in diſpute laid before her, when they ſhall with-" 
draw WW e room, where the majority. of them ſhall decide: 
the — 2 and impartially, then return to the Society, when 
the firſteg perſon on the Committee ſhall *give the Ste wardeſſes 

8p * ination of the matter in Wer „if needful, which 
mall Sad But no diſpute ſhall ever be decided by a Committee 
ee night, except it be of ſuch a nature as to require 
an be done within club-hours. Any member re- 
fuſing to - ſuch an occaſion when duly choſen, ſhall feof} 
Two Shilling and another choſen in her ſtead. . 
DL XXIX. | 

Ir any member ſhould become Sick, Lame, or Blind, -and hereby 
requeſts the benefit of this Society, they muſt be very careful in 
complying with thoſe Articles, as no member ſhall do any ſort af 


work, only giving breaſt to a child, or verbal orders to ſervants, or 
ſign a receipt, or other writings ; ſhould any member be found do- 
ing contrary to this Article, ſhe ſhall be fined ast he Society W 


think proper, and on refuſal of this Fine, they ſhall be excluded. 
XXX. 
SHOULD any member of this Society become Blind, ſuch mem 


ber ſhall have Three Shillings per week, ſo long as their Blindneſs 


continues. And if any member be confined: for debt, ſhe ſhall have 


ſuch weekly allowance as the Society may think Fee * not to 


exceed 'I wo Shillings per week, _ 
XXVXI. ü er Hagel 

Tnar when a member hath laid upon the ws one | petiole! 
year, then her allowance ſhall be reduced to Two Shillings and 
Six-pence per week; but if her diſorder be ſuch as to render her a 
fit object for her full weekly pay of Seven Shillings, then it ſhall 
be leit to the diſcretion of the Society, whether to allow it her or 
not. And ſhould any member live to the age of Seventy years, 


then ſuch weekly allowance ſhall be granted as the Society may 
think proper, not to exceed Fu Shillings mr week. on any account. 
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CATHARINE MOODY, 7 «.......7 2 
MARTHA JOBLIN, | Stewardeſles. _ 4. 


SARAH LATIMOOR, 
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JOHN ROBINSON, Clerk. 
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The APPENDIX. 


The form of a Letter from a Member in the Country, in caſe of 
Sickneſs or Lamengſe, requiring Benefit from this. Society, 


To the Urte the BENEVOLENT FEMALE SOCIETY. 
WE the Miniſter and Church-Wardens of the Pariſh of — 
in the County of do hereby certify, that A. B. a 
member of your Society, (here mention the Diſorder) and who re- 
queſts the weekly Benefit of Seven Shillings, as in the 12th Ar- 
ticle ſhe is juſtly intitled to the ſame, on Account of her preſent 
Iindiſpoſition. Tir F 
Witness our hands/this — day of. 17 
1 | _— Miniſter. ; 
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The Form of a Grit u 'be fine 6 4 mark Huſband Yew. 
ding in the Country. | 


* * ! 


HIS i is to Certity the Stewardeſſes and the Members of the 
BENEVOLENT FEMALE SOCIETY, at HULL, that A. B. the 
wife of J. B. in the County of ——— being a Member of your. 
Society, died the Day of — 17 and was buried the 


— day of at the Church of- 2h 


As witneſs our hands this | 


day of mA 


; Miniſter. 
Geert 
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The Fern of a lifted to to ſent by a Hember 
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Female r at the Death of her 
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ounty of = heing Member of the ſaid Society, died the — 
day, of = _ 1 and was buried theres OY Erin wo 
Churc ho of — 10 10022. 9 * 4 $11» 4 $3.24 111 i 4 £27 [ 
As witneſs our hands thas day of Ws 1 25 
* er 409 Ann 
bo Miniſter, 
T\ Clerk. 


for the Clerk of the BENBVCIENT FEMALE SOCIETY, at Mr. 


N. B, ay. FREE to the-Sogiety muſt be Poſt-paid, and directed 
Tho. WaRrToN's, ae K1NnGSTON-UPON=HULL, 
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